
Chair’s report    
Roger Bangs 
Our Area covers Hertfordshire & North Middlesex, we have a strong Area Council with members filling many roles to 
ensure the Ramblers’ objectives and activities are realised by effectively liaising with Central Office and working with each 
of our nine Groups. 
  Despite a strong Area Council at the last AGM we were struggling to find a Secretary and Chair. Ian Hardy and myself 
agreed to offer our services as Secretary and Chair to prevent the Area going into abeyance.  
  The Area has continued to operate well with the Groups continuing to organise regular walks and holiday programmes. 
Financially we are sound and have satisfied the requirements of a Ramblers Area. 
  Four Area Council members attended the annual General Council where Rebecca Dawson from Stag Walkers (our 20s and 
30s Group) was elected a Trustee. Our motion for revising guidance on shared use paths was also accepted and a working 
party set up to revise the old policy. It includes Phil Escritt from this Area. 
  In this Area we have around 50 local Footpath Secretaries who look after one or more parishes reporting any problems or 
issues to the Rights of Way (RoW) department at County Hall. Generally the Footpath Secretaries have a good and close 
working relationship with the RoW staff, although there are many outstanding issues. 
  During the last year Railtrack announced a plan to close many minor crossings on the railway, this will affect many of the 
paths in East Hertfordshire and Essex. David Glass, one of the Footpath Secretaries, has worked with Central Office to 
develop the Ramblers’ response to this situation. 
  A successful annual Area Walks Day was again organised and attended by over 100 people in September. Thanks are due 
to David Smith and his team of volunteers, who now wish to hand the organising of this event to others. We need to 
ensure an effective way is found to run this event in the future. 
  I encourage all walkers to make use of Pathwatch. It was introduced two years ago to report a footpath problem and has 
now been improved to make it easier to use. Pathwatch can be accessed on a PC, or by an app on your smartphone– no 
need to remember it when you get home. It notes your location and reports issues regularly to RoW departments. You also 
get access to OS maps on your phone which can be very useful when you are walking. I encourage all with an interest in the 
condition of footpaths to download the smartphone app or the website version. Visit the Ramblers Website for further 
information. 
  The Area Council meets four times a year, providing a vital link between Central Office and the Groups; each Group can 
send two delegates; other officers are elected at the AGM. We welcome and need new people—could this be you?? We 
particularly need a Vice-Chair with a view to taking over as Chair, ideally for two to three years. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary’s report 
Ian Hardy 
I took on the role of (Acting) Area Secretary at the 2017 AGM after the sad passing of Norman Jones. The role’s 
responsibilities have been eased by some administrative tasks being distributed to other Area Council members: Justin 
Lumley for meeting minutes, Chris Clyne for room bookings, and in addition a ‘rota’ being established for preparing and 
circulating meeting agendas and collecting supporting papers. So far this task has been carried out by Sarah Lea, Libby 
Martin and Jean Scott. I would like to thank all these Council members for their invaluable support. 
  The Secretary’s main responsibility is to act as the conduit between the Area and Ramblers Central Office, as well as 
liaising  on appropriate matters with Groups. Otherwise the role generally consists of proaction on and reaction to any 
relevant external or internal issue or question which crops up, including alerting or consulting/liaising with other Area and 
Group officers. Two which spring to mind are the relaunch of the Ramblers Greater London Forum (RGLF) and an Area 
presence on Hertfordshire’s Local Access Forum (LAF). 
  From a Secretarial standpoint, it has mostly been ‘business as usual’ - so far! The highlight (to date) was being part of the 
Area’s delegation at General Council in April, which saw a really positive sea change in the Ramblers at national level, 
under the incoming Chief Executive Vanessa Griffiths. The Area made a good formal and networking contribution on 
several fronts, in particular to the success of the motion on shared use of footpaths, driven by Phil Escritt. 
  At the Area Council meeting on 5 June I offered to continue in the Secretary role on a permanent basis, as long as the role 
support arrangements above continued, an offer accepted by the Council subject to approval at the 2018 AGM. 
  
 
 


